
Document: Range Safety Rules and Standard Commands on Clay Target Ranges 
Implementation: January 2016 
                                                                                           Page 1 
 

 
 
 

RANGE SAFETY RULES AND STANDARD COMMANDS on CLAY TARGET 
RANGES 

 
 
RANGE SAFETY RULES FOR COMPETITORS 
 
1.  The Range Officer has the final say on the range and has the right to act against any 

unsafe or uncooperative competitors. 
 
2.  Instructions from the Range Officer have to be obeyed and acted on immediately.  

 
3.  Competitors and spectators are subject to the rules of the shooting range being utilised 

and must sign the range register and indemnity form. 
 
4.  No person under the influence of alcohol or a narcotic substance may enter the range 
 
5.  No alcohol may be used during the exercise on the shooting range. 
 
6.  Firearms must be brought to the range unloaded and in a suitable bag or case. 

 
7.  Firearms may only be unbagged or uncased on command of the Range Officer at the 

shooting station and barrels must at all times be pointed in a safe direction. 
 
8.  It is not permissible to handle firearms on the shooting station while any person is in 

front of the station.  
 

9.   Competitors that carry a handgun on them should declare this to the Range Officer or – 
Official, and make it safe under their supervision and re-holster it. The firearm may only 
be reloaded once the competitor is leaving the range.  

 
10. Shotguns must at all times be carried open and unloaded (break action shotguns must 

be broken and unloaded, while bolt action, pump action and semi-automatic shotguns 
must be unloaded, with open actions and the barrel pointing into the sky) or guns must 
be carries unloaded in bags or cases. 
 

11.  When a shotgun is not in use, it has to be stored on the shooting rack (if provided) or in 
a gunbag or case. 

 
 
12. Hearing and eye protection is mandatory. 
  
13.  Spectators and awaiting competitors must gather at the appointed area or at least 10m 

behind the stand and out of view of the Range Officer. Additionally, when gathered 
here everybody must have hearing and eye protection and be quiet while shooting is in 
progress. 
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STANDARD COMMANDS on CLAY TARGET RANGES 
 
No guns or equipment on the stand until the Range Officer gives the command:  
 
1.  “Guns to the stand” (Guns remain broken and unloaded or in bags) 
 
2.  “The range is closed” 
 
3.  “Eye and ear protection”. 
 
4. Range Officer explains the exercise and sighters are called. (only one sighter will be 

shown from each trap for the entire squad, it is the responsibility of the individual guns 
to ensure that the pay attention at this stage). 
 

5.  “Is everybody ready?” – if a gun is not ready, he/she should indicate it at this stage. 
 
6.  “Squad is not ready yet” – if so indicated. 
 
7.  “Everybody ready” – “shooting” or “make ready to commence shooting”. As soon as it 

is his/her turn to shoot a gun enters the stand, loads his/her shotgun, with barrels 
pointing in a safe direction. In a loud and clear voice each guns calls for his/her own 
targets. 
 

8.   “Break and change” are called when the entire squad has shot all of their targets on 
the specific stand on the Compak and Trap ranges, guns then opens and unloads their 
guns (fired hulls must also be removed from chambers), each gun then advances to 
the next stand, where the process is repeated. 

 
9. Break and change” are called when the entire squad has shot all of their targets on the 

specific stand on the Skeet and Sporting ranges, the gun then opens and unloads 
his/her gun (fired hulls must also be removed from chambers), and vacates the stand, 
the next gun then enters the stand and the process is repeated, until all the guns in the 
squad has completed the stand, after which the squad advances to the next stand and 
the process is repeated. 

 
 
10.  After all targets on all stations has been shot by all the guns in a squad. 
 
11.  “Unload and make safe” -  After the process of unloading and making safe, shotguns 

can be taken, with guns open, to the gunrack (if available on the range) and stored 
there or be placed in a bag or case under inspection. 

 
Notes: 
1.  In case of any emergency – “CEASE FIRE, CEASE FIRE!” or al long hard blast from a 

whistle. 
 


